Al Richmond CRD Chair
RE: Director Bruce’s Proposals
Dear Director Richmond
I am addressing this letter to you as the Chair of the CRD Board of Directors regarding the proposal that Director Bruce is proposing for Area B

1) Change the Bouchie Lake Recreation Commission (BLRC) CRD Bylaw from a Management Role to an Advisory Role
a. In fact, Director Bruce has stated on numerous occasions that he would like to pass the Management Role of the BLRC to the Bouchie Lake Community Association (BLCA) for the Bouchie Lake facilities. 
b. We have been working to that end 
c. We have been trying to work with the BLRC to make our facilities more accessible to, in Bouchie Lake’s case, to Bouchie Lakers
d. We are having some recent success
e. Further, BLCA is a Non-Profit and therefore can apply for Government and other Grants in order to either improve our facilities or put on programming in our facilities.
2) Make the Electoral Area B Director the ONLY Decision Maker
a. I do not believe that having Director Bruce the sole decision maker is in the best interests of Area B.
b. Evidence of his decision making process being flawed is the fact that Director Bruce has had absolutely no consultations with regards to any of this proposal with area residents
3) Pass Management of our Facilities to the City of Quesnel under the existing Management Agreement for the North Cariboo Recreation and Parks Taxation Function
a. By having the City of Quesnel manage our facilities smacks of more taxation in order to pay for this management contract
b. Further, the City of Quesnel has no vested interest in keeping these facilities for the ‘Use and Enjoyment’ of Area B Residents and Bouchie Lake in particular
c. Bouchie Lake Residents have a vision for Bouchie Lake and by passing management of our facilities off to the City of Quesnel, would make this action would be detrimental to this vision. For Example:
i. Extending Claymine Trails to the junction of the Blackwater and Nazko Roads with a walking path along the Blackwater
ii. A possible rest stop at the same junction
iii. A proper Lake access and picnic site for Bouchie Lake
iv. And many other ideas have been coming forward

History
	
	I will speak about the Bouchie Lake area specifically as that is where I am a resident.

The facilities in Bouchie Lake were originally built by Bouchie Lake volunteers and residents for the “Use and Enjoyment” of Bouchie Lakers.  They were given over to the CRD for several reasons one of which was to ensure that the facilities could continued to be for the ‘Use and Enjoyment’ on a reasonable basis by Bouchie Lake Residents.  The facilities would be taken care of and managed through the use of taxation by the CRD levied on the area residents.  Since then, a recreational taxation function has been taken on that pays for several areas including the City of Quesnel.  Bouchie Lake residents don’t, for the most part believe this has been a fair division to say the least but that is a discussion for another day.

The main points I am trying to make are:

1. Director Bruce has not consulted with Area B Residents on any of this proposal
2. Taxation will increase with a Management contract with the City of Quesnel
3. The City of Quesnel under a management agreement of our facilities will NOT be in the best interests of Area B Residents when it comes to the ‘Use and Enjoyment’ of their facilities on a reasonable basis  as the managers would have no vested interest
4. The Bouchie Lake facilities were built by residents and volunteers of Bouchie Lake.  Many of these volunteers still reside in Bouchie Lake. The riding club continues to raise funds and spend countless hours improving our riding facilities.
5. Bouchie Lake residents have the right to determine how their facilities will be used and run.

Finally, by abdicating the responsibility for our recreation facilities to the City of Quesnel and the North Cariboo Joint Planning Committee, it would do irreparable harm to the vision that Bouchie Lake residents have for their community and that others in Area B have for their facilities and community.

Please vote Area Director Bruce’s proposal down in full.  He needs to have direct consultations with Area ‘B’ Residents first before making changes like this.

Yours truly
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